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T H E  N EW S th a t  th e  'Anti- 
a p a r th e id  M ovem ent „■ has 
c losed dow n i ts  ■ d issid en t 
C ity of L o n d o n 'lo c a l ' g roup  
h as  tak e n -  som e ..s tu d e n t? . of 
po litica l sec ta rian ism ' by  su r­
p rise . . E o r. th e  , 25-year-old 
so lid a rity  m ovem ent has in 
th e  p a s t  avo ided  th e  
fractionaliism  th a t  . afflicts 
o th e r  ra d ic a l ' g foups. 
R em ark ab ly  i t  has  m anaged  
to  b r in g  to g e th e r  activ ists 
fro m  th e  u ltra -le ft th ro u g h  
to  th e  C onservative  P a rty  in  
com m on opposition  to  th e  
P re to r ia  reg im e. I t  c an  b oast 
th re e  o u t o f th e  fo u r  m ain  
p a r ty  lea d ers  am ong its  
m em bers, an d  i ts  affiliates 
in c lu d e  a ll  th e  m ajo r tra d e  
un ions, , th e  M ethodist 
C hurch', a n d  th e  L ondon Dis^ 
t r ic t  of th e  C om m unist 
P a rty .

B u t th e  th ree-year-o ld  d is­
p u te  be tw een  A nti-A partr 
h e id ’s n a tio n a l leadersh ip  
an d  i ts  C ity  of L ondon 
o rg an isa tio n — w hich is
s tro n g ly  in fluenced  by  th e  
t in y  R ev o lu tio n ary  Commu- 
is t  g roup  —  h as  b ro u g h t u n ­
p re ce d en te d  conflict

T h e  im m ed ia te  reasons fo r  
d isc ip lin a ry  action  w as th e  
C ity  g ro u p ’s re fu sa l to 
r e s tr ic t  m em bersh ip  to  those

who live  o r w ork  in its  area. 
'B u t  th e  d ifferences go fa r  
d eep er. T he lead ersh ip  and its 
su p p o rte rs  be lieve  th e re  h as 
b e e n - .a  co ncerted  .effort to 
tak e  over th e  m ovem en t and 
aban d o n  its  . broad-based po­
litica l approach , w h ile  m em ­
b e rs  of th e  G LC-funded c ity  
o f L ondon  g roup  com plain  

' th a t  i t  is b e in g  h o unded  by a  
co llection  of do-nothing tim e- 
servers..

T h e  row  h as  b een  closely, 
fo llow ed in  Sou th  Africa- and  
h a s  now  sp re ad  beyond  th e  
ranks. o f A nti-A parthe ids 
T w elve ; L ab o u r M Ps, in c lu d ­
in g  T ony  B enn  and  D ennis 
S k in n er,, s ig n ed  a s ta te m en t 
virging th e  m ovem ent’s 
n a tio n a l com m ittee  no t to 
expel o r  d isb an d  th e  C ity , 
group.

O nly tw o of th e  12 MPs 
are  m em b ers of A n ti-A p art­
h e id ’s 50-strong P a rlia m en ­
ta ry  L ab o u r P a r ty  group, 
w hich has g iven  its  back ing  
to  A n ti-A p a rth e id ’s lea d e r­
ship.

T he C ity  g ro u p  h as also 
an tag o n ised  th e  A frican  
N a tio n a l- C ongress. —  ■ th e  
m ain  lib e ra tio n  o rg an isatio n  
fig h tin g  a p a rth e id  in  Sou th  
A frica  —  to  which' Anti- 
A p a rth e id  h as  close links.

A n ti-A parthe id  w as o rig in a lly  
founded  a t  th e  in ita itiv e  of 

. th e  AN C’s fo rm e r  p re s id en t, 
C hief A lb e rt L u th u li, 
to g e th e r w ith  B ishop .Trevor- 
H u d d lesto n  and  Ju liu s-  

; K y erere  of T anzania .
. B oth  th e  ANC and  Swapo, ! 

th e  N am ib ia  in d ep e n d en t m j 
th e  N am ib ia  in d ep e n d en t 
m ovem ent, la s t  y e a r  d ec id ed ;’ 
to  boycott th e  C ity  g ro u p  a n d . 
i ts  activ ities. A ccord ing  to the, 
AN C’s ch ie f L ondon  re p re ­
sen ta tive^ -S o lly  Sm ith , “ the,

/ ac tiv ities of C ity A n ti-A p art­
h e id  do no t su p p o rt th e  
s tru g g le  in  Sou th  A frica .” '

A n o tab le  casu a lty , o f th e  
dispute, has been: D avid

( K itson, who s p e n t  20 y ears  
■in South  A frican  • gaols and  
w as fo rm erly  a m em b er of 
th e  h igh  com m and of th e  
ANC’s m i l i t a r y  w ing, 
U m khonto  we Sizwe. B oth  h e  
and h is  wife, N orm a, have 
now been  susp en d ed  from  
ANC m em bersh ip  

T he o rig in s of th is  m ess 
go back to  e a r ly  1982 w hen  
David K itso n ’s son, Steve, 
was deta ined  by Sou th  A f r i - ' 
can  police w hile, v is itin g  h is 
fa th e r, th en  s till  in  p rison . 
Som e of those  in  B rita in  
w ho cam paigned  fo r  Steve 

"K itson’s re lease  w ent on to

se t  up  the  C ity group.
T h a t sum m er, th e  newly- 

fo rm ed  g ro u p  organ ised  an. 
86-day v ig il ou tside  th e  
S o u th  A frican  em bassy  in 
T ra fa lg a r  Square  to p re ss  fo r  
th e  re lease  of David K itson. 
T h e  v ig il showed rem arkab le  
ten a c ity . B u t it w ent ahead  
in . th e . face  of o p p o sitio n , 
fro m  th e  ANC and ; desp ite  
re se rv a tio n s  on th e  p a r t ,  of 
A n ti-A p a rth e id ’s leadersh ip . 
B o th  f e lt  th a t  i t  w as w rong 
to  co n cen tra te  on th e  p lig h t 
of o n e  w h ite  p riso n er. Such 
a cam paign , th ey  th o u g h t, 
riske 'd  d iv e r t in g . a tte n tio n  
fro m  ANC . m em bers facing  
execu tion .

R e la tio n s betw een  th e  City 
o f L ondon  and A nti-A part- 
h e i d ’ s h ead q u a rte rs  in  
M andela  S tre e t in  n o rth  Lon­
don qu ick ly  d e te rio ra ted .'

A n ti-A p arth e id  lead ers  
claim  th a t  th e  C ity  group 
ra n  cam paigns to  r iv a l those  
o rgan ised  by  th e  na tio n a l 
m ovem en t, fa iled  to hand  
over'£600-w ortli o f donations, 
an d  re fu se d  to  consult w ith  
A n ti-A p a rth e id ’s officers.

T he conflict cam e • to  a 
h e a d  la s t sum m er, when 
p ick e tin g  of the  South A fri­
can  em bassy  — w hich had 
becom e th e  C ity g roup’s
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SE U M A S M IL N E  on  a 
s p lit  in  A n ti-A p a r th e id

m ain  activ ity  —  was. ban n ed  
by police. A n ti-A p a rth e id ’s 
execu tive  decided  th a t  th e  
b a n  should  be observed  u n til 
channels of official p ro te s t 
had  been exhausted . B u t th e  
C ity  g roup  and th e ir  su p p o rt­
ers, in clud ing  severa l L ab o u r 
M Ps, con tin u ed  picketing.' 
Mass a rre s ts  follow ed.

W hen a m ag is tra te  la te r  
, l if te d  th e  b an , th e  City 
g ro u p  fe lt  v in d ica ted . B u t in  
th e  view  of th e  A n ti-A p a rt­
h e id  lead ersh ip , - th e  a u th o r­
ity  o f its  e lected  bodies was 
be ing  flouted . . ;

A t th e  m o v em en t’s a n n u a l 
g en era l m ee tin g  la s t O ctober, 
th e  200-strong C ity  g roup  
lau n ch ed  w h a t w as w idely  
.seen w ith in  A n ti-A p arth e id  
as a tak eo v er b id  in sp ired  by 
th e  R ev o lu tio n ary  C om m unist 
G roup. I t  r a n  a  s la te  of 13 
cand idates fo r  th e  n a tio n a l 
com m ittee, . whi-ch in c lu d ed  
D avid K itson  and  th re e  m em ­
b e rs  of h is  fam ily , sev e ra l 
p ro m in e n t RCG m em bers, 
and two L ab o u r M Ps, Jerem y, 
C orbyn and  T ony  B anks.

T h e  m ove fa iled . N one of 
th e  13 w as e lected , and  a 
reso lu tio n  a ttack in g  th e  lea d ­
e rsh ip 's  h a n d lin g  of the  
police p ick e tin g  b an  was d e ­
cisively re jec ted . ,

T h is d e fea t gave Antf- 
A p .a rth e id V  n a tio n a l com m it­
tee  th e  g re e n  lig h t to  take! 
action . W hen th e  C ity  group  
fa iled  to  give a ssu ran ces th a t 
i t  w ould o p era te  as a  no rm al 
local A n ti-A p arth e id  o rg an i­
sa tio n  and r e s t r ic t  its  a c tiv i­
tie s  to  its  own area , th e  deci­
sion  w as tak en  to exclude it  
fro m  th e  official m ovem en t
—  th o u g h  n o  ind iv idual'. 
m em b ers have b een  e x p e lle d /  

T he d isc ip lin a ry  ’m ove h a s  ■ 
a lre ad y  b een  p o rtray e d  by 

' C ity g ro u p  m em b ers as th e  , 
action  of sc le ro tic  b u re au ­
c ra ts  f r ig h te n e d , a t  b e in g  e x - ' 
posed by  effective cam paign  

:-ing on th e 'i  s tre e ts .
B u t M ike . T e rry  re a c ts  an­

g rily  to  th e  su g g estio n  th a t 
the m ajority , in  A n ti-A p art­
h e id  p re fe r  com m ittee-room  

1 cam paign ing  to  active  p ro ­
tes t. “ I ’ve occupied  th a t  em ­
bassy  and  Sou th  A frican  A ir­
w ays m y se lf —  and  ■ tak e n  
p a r t  in  th e  S p rin g b o k  to u r  , 
dem os,” h e  says. “ T h e  issue  
is  n o t d ire c t action..”'

T h e  d isp u te , h e  ag rees, i s  
p a r tly  to  do w ith  how  to 
“ com m unica te  th e  m e ssa g e .. 
abou t S o u th  A frica . T his 
m onth' we w ill have- peo p le  
p ick e tin g  250 d iffe ren t shops' 
and su p e rm ark e ts  stock ing

. S o u th  A frica n  goods'.-. W e’re  
in te re s te d  in  g e ttin g  th e  
.trade u n io n is ts  w ork ing  in  
o u r. case, and  g e ttin g  local 
councils and th e i rem ployees 
to im p lem en t th e  boycott.” ..'

H e p o in ts to  F o rd  w o rk ers’ 
re fu sa l to  h a n d le  South  A fri­
can sp a re  p a r ts  a t D agenham  
last sum m er, and .th is

i m o n th ’s boyco tt d ec la ra tio n s 
'by H ackney  a m i' N ew ham  
councils, as exam ples of th e  
success th a t  ;c a n ’be achieved 
by using  th e  w hole ra n g e  of 
fo rm s of cam paigning! '
. Mike' T e rry  and A nti-
A p a rth e id ’s o th e r ',  . le a d e rs  
hope th a t-  th e  City- g r o u p  

.p ro b lem  w ill n o w . go aw ay 
and th ey  can^ g e t on.; w ith  
th e ir  m onth  of -boycott ac­
tion . “ T he -level o f-.S p ec ia l 
B ranch  su rv e illan ce  of our 
work has in creased  ' en o r­
m ously since  th e  City, g ro u p  
cam e oil th e  scene,” tie coin­
p lains. B u t i t  looks as 
th o u g h ' i th e  ' gTOUpS . thrill 
re m a in ' a 't h o r n ' in  A nti- 
A p a rth e id ’s f le sh  fo r  ‘.sp ins 
tim e to come. A f te r  h e a r in g  
th a t h e r  o rg an isatio n  w as to 
be excluded fro m  th e  official 
m ovem ent, C ity  g ro u p ’s Carol 
B rick ley  prom ised  th a t  it 
w ould c a rry  o n 'w i th  i ts  ac­
tiv ities regard less.


