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By FATHER S'MANGALISO MKHATSHWA 

    

Many people take it for granted 
that the church has a public and 
social responsibility as well. To 
the best of my knowledge- the 
church has never been totally 
neutral in its intervention in hu- 
man affairs. 

Jesus was crucified by the 
Roman fascists. They accused him 
of stirring up trouble, by inciting 

imperialism. 
When Constantine, the Roman 

Emperor, was baptised in the 
Fourth Century, he and his succes- 

sors effecnvely coopted the 
church. 

Then followed colonialist ex- 
pansionism, which was given 
pastoral ministry by the church. 

In World War 2 the church 
took sides sides in the conflict. 

In the Vietnam war chaplains 
ministered to the Marines. 
South Africa chaplains ministered 
to the SADF, whose reason for ex- 
istence was to market the apart- 
heid monster through violence. 

Fairness 
In fairness to the church 

though, it is not directly 
responsible for all the actions of 
the governments concerned. 

The church intervenes in the 
| affairs of people morally and 
“materially. Salvation is another 
word for the total liberation of 
people. 

Church leaders know they can- 
not achieve that Tliberation by 
preaching hell and thunder 
sermons only. Life itself is a 
struggle. The quest for a life free 
of all oppression, repression and 

  
| explaitation-is Jiteralty a life and . 

In 

  

the people to rebel against Roman . 

The unbanning of peoples’ organisations coupled with the 
release of political leadership, the return of exiles and the 
drive for political nmty have prompted many religious 
believers to ask: What is the social responsibility of the 
church today? With that emerged another question: Dare 
priests be identified with any political party? 

  

death struggle. 
The role of the church in 

society is largely determined by 
the felt needs of the community. 
Needless to say the mission of the 
church transcends the immediate 
material necessities of life. 

The church is the servant of the 
people. 

Against this backdrop one 
must therefore conclude that: 

a) The church in collaboration 
with democratic forces should 
continue the struggle against 
apartheid till it is dismantled. 

(b) The church must support 
those social elements which pro- 
mote democracy, justice and unity 
among our people. 

(c) The church should be seen 

to be for the truth in season and 
out of season. 

(d) To avoid the impression 
that the functioning of the church 
is to lecture, moralise or comfort 
the victims of oppression, Chris- 
tians must actively participate in 
the popular struggles or the 
people. 

Transform 
(e) It is impossible to transform 

social structures without active in- 
volvement in those structures 

There are topics which are 
seldom discussed calmly or 
without emotion. They include 

money, sex, religion and politics. 
Precisely because of this, in- 

ing 
anging somety 

\=an priests remain neutral in politics? 
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is usually sacrificed on the altar of 
expediency or irrational 
emotionalism. 

During the past two weeks 
church leaders have had calls on 
whether ordained clergy should be 
permitted to join political parties. 
The media are partly to blame for 
this hysteria. 

To clear the air, we need to 
define our terminology. 

People equate politics with 
‘‘dirty party politics’’. They un- 
critically conclude that anyone 

who has any association with a 
polmcal organisation wants 

power, influence, money etc. 

There is another way of using 
the word ‘“‘politics’.  That js, 
political morality, philosophy or 
values upon which every state 

- telligent- debate .on-these -subjects - .should-be- built- According to-the - 

toa QL 

classic separation of church and 
state the function of institutional 
church lies in the latter. 

It is not a rival political party, 
although there is nothing wrong 
for the church to prefer one 
among several political options. It 
is a cliche to say that politics af- 

- fects every aspect of our lives. 

Another misunderstood word is 
church. This can mean the institu- 
tional church with its official 
policies, traditions and official 

leadership. In this sense there are 
many churches or congregations 

in South Africa. We have, for ex- 
ample, the mainline English 
speaking missionary churches as 
well as thousands of African inde- 
pendent churches. 

There is no single church, even 
though all churches have certain 
beliefs and traditions in common. 
The word ““church’” also refers to 
the people, the bel:even worship- 
pers. 

Very often the concept of 
church is associated with the pul- 
pit, hell fire sermons often 
punctuated by a promise of salva- 

tion. It is a community of fellow- 
ship and reconciliation. 

Poverty 
The church does preach about 

poverty, injustice, repression and 
landlessness. But the average per- 
son is pleasantly “‘shocked’* when 
the preachers say something about 
“economic empowerment, political 
and other struggles, peoples’ edu- 
cation, redistributionm of wealth, 
resources, efc. 

The priest is supposed to be a 

kindly, sweet old man who hugs, 
prays and blesses his people 
without a care in the world. 

Priests or ministers are ex- 
pected to be “‘spiritual and moral 
trouble-shooters™’. 

*Due to space 
limitations today, this 
article will be con- 
tinued in Sowetan 

$OMOIFOW, -         
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Bloody 
political 
fighting 
must be 
stopped 

HE African National Con- 
I gress and Inkatha must do 

much more than denounce 
the violence that seems to spring 
from their supporters. 

Four people died in Kagiso at the 
weekend and rumours of attacks 
and counter-attacks continue. 

This violence has claimed thou- 
sands of lives in Natal and is now 
spreading to other areas. 

The first step to be taken as a 
matter of urgency is for Chief 
Mangosuthu Buthelezi and Mr Nel- 
son Mandela, accompanied by their 
lieutenants, to meet, with peace the 
only item on the agenda. 

It no longer matters who started 
the fight. What is important is that 
it must be stopped. 

Indeed, pressure is on the ANC 
to initiate such meetings even if it 
has done so in the past. 

The ANC, which enjoys wide sup- 
port for the sterling work it has 
done, and the sacrifices made by its 
leaders, must now move fast to 

make peace. 
‘While we understand its leaders 

accusing the police of a seeming tar- 
diness to end the violence, the ANC - 
must show its strength by stopping 
it from spreading. 

The ANC leadership stresses dis- 
cipline. This must be implanted in 
all organisational structures. The 
same must be said of Inkatha. 

Acts of thuggery by members of 
political organisations besmirch 
their leaders’ reputations. 

Educanonls 
OW&\H—N 

hew 
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- Mrs 
EDUCATION must be the new 
weapon in the liberation struggle 
in South Africa, Mrs Adelaide 
Tambo, wife of ANC president 
Oliver Tambo, said yesterday. 

Speaking at ANC deputy president 
Mr Nelson Mandela’s house in Orlando 

"West, Soweto, Tambo, who arrived ear- 
lier in the day after 30 years in exile, said 
generations of oppressed people had 
waited for the day which was about to 
dawn. 

Right track 
““For decades we have tried to bring 

this Government to the table for talks. 

Now at last South Africa is on the right 

track.”” 
She said the future was in the hands   of the children. 

  
  

weapon 
Rl b5 

Tambc@< 
““If they are not educated, the years of 

struggle will be jeopardised. Education is 
the new weapon in the liberation struggle 
and our youth must arm themselves with 
books.” 

Speaking of the women’s role in the 
struggle, Tambo said without women the 
defiance campaign would never have.got 
off the ground. 

Comrades 
Sitting around her were former com- 

rades who had taken risks when they 
launched the first consumer boycotts in 
the Vaal area and burnt their passes. 

“‘Each phase of the struggle needs a 
different strategy. Today there are the 

talks, tomorrow we will construct a new 
non-racial and democratic South Africa 
for all the people.”” - Sapa. 
  e 
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Kagiso toll 
is 10: police 

arrest 57 4~ 
By Sapa and 

Cobus Oosthuizen 
THE death toll in the 
faction fighting Inka- 
tha and an alliance of 
other groups believed 
‘to be sympathetic to 
the ANC, in the Kagi- 
so township near Kru- 
gersdorp, has risen to 
10. 
Passenger  transport 

came to a standstill yes- 
terday morning, and ten- 
sions were growing fol- 
lowing the death of four 
people during a skirmish 
between feuding factions 
at a hostel in the township 
on Sunday night. 

West Rand police liai- 
son officer, Lieutenant 
Henriette Bester, said a 
police patrol team report- 
ed sporadic incidents of 
stone-throwing in  the 
area yesterday morning. 

A Kagiso resident who 
telephoned Sapa early 
yesterday alleged that 
several Inkatha hostel- 
dwellers had mobilised in 
the vicinity of a men’s 
hostel (where four men 
were killed on Sunday 
night) in preparation for a 
raid on the township. 
Another resident said 

rumours were doing the 
rounds that Inkatha mem- 
bers had given instruc- 
tions for a work and 
school stay-away yester- 
day, aimed at preparing 
the ground for a raid on 
Kagiso residents. 
Sunday night's fighting 

between Inkatha mem- 
bers and opponents alleg- 
-edly broke out after a 
group of Inkatha mem- 
-bers returned from a rally 
in Soweto. 

Yesterday afiemoon Lt 
Bester said six more 
people had died violently 
in clashes during the day. 

She said the bodies of 
four men who had been 
shot were found in the 
wwnshnp at about 9 am. 

“A man was fatally 
  

and another 
sl:ghtly injured when 
police fired shotguns after 
tearsmoke and rubber 
bullets failed to have an 
effect on a group of 
people who rushed at the 
police during an illegal 
‘gathering at the Kagiso 
Hostel,” Lt Bester said. 

She said a sixth body 
was found in the vicinity 
of the hostel later. It had 
several stab wounds. 

Police  blocked  off 
roads and no traffic had 
been allowed into the 
township. 

After the arrival of 
police enforcements 57 
people were arrested on 
charges of public viol- 
ence. 

A Krugersdorp busi- 
nessman who did not! 
want to be identified told 
The Citizen in a tele- 
phone call yesterday that 
according to some of his 
employees who lived in 
Kagiso. ANC members 

distributed a circular in 
the township on Friday 
after learning about the 
Inkatha rally to be held 
on Sunday. 
He said the circular, 

which had been signed by 
“concerned Kagiso resi- 
dents” warned people 
about the Inkatha rally. 

The businessmen said 

bers had held another ral- 
ly “for non-Zulu hostel 
residents in an effort to 
polarise the situation”. 

“This brought the situ- 
ation to a flashpoint,” he 
said. 
He added that ANC 

members had allegedly 
gone around the township 
on Sunday night trying to 
raise s for non- 
Zulu residents who had 
allegedly been evicted 
from the hostel. They stir- 
red antagonism towards 
Inkatha members. 

  

  

Arm with books: Mrs TambeX 
EDUCATION must be 
the new weapons in the 
liberation struggle = in 
South Africa, Adelaide 
Tambo, wife of ANC 
President Oliver Tambo. 
said yesterday afternoon. 

Speaking in the sitting 
room of the Mandela 
mansion _in _Orlando 
West, Soweto, Mrs Tam- 
bo said generations of op- 
pressed people had wait- 
ed for the day about to 
dawn. 

“For decades we have 
tried to bring this govern- 
ment to the table for 
talks. Now at last South 
Africa is on the right 
track.” 

She said the future was 
in the hands of the chil- 
dren. 

“If they are not educat- 
ed the years of struggle 
will be jeopardised. Edu- 
cation is the new weapon 

in the liberation struggle, 
and our youth must arm 
themselves with books.” 

Speaking  of the 
‘women’s role in the strug- 
gle, Mrs Tambo said with- 
out women the defiance 
campaign would never 
have got off the ground. 

Mrs Tambo arrived at 
Jan Smuts yesterday and 
joined scores of ANC 
supporters in singing 
Nkosi Sikelele Africa. 

She gave a clenched fist 
salute. Flanking her was 
Winnie Mandela, wife of 
ANC deputy president 
Mr Nelson Mandela, and 
'UDF Co-president Alber- 
tina Sisulu. 

“I feel so totally emo- 
tional as I stand here this 
morning. I last saw my 
country 30 years ago. 

Much has changed and 
again not much has 
changed.” 

Mrs Tambo is primarily 
here to relaunch the ANC 
‘Women’s League in Dur- 
ban on Thursday on a nat- 
ional front, to coincide 
with International 
Women’s Day. 

The decision to launch 
the Women’s League was 
taken by the ANC lead- 
ership in exile after con- 
sultations with the Feder- 
ation  of  Transvaal 
‘Women (Fedtraw). 

It is also aimed at ab- 
sorbing members of 
‘women’s groups from the 
United Democratic Front 
(UDF), the SA Youth 
Congress (Sayco), the SA 
Students’ Congress 
(Sansco) and well as from 

  

- 

the Congress of SA Trade 
Unions (Cosatu).     
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Koreans swim 
— 38 die 

SEOUL. — Thirty-eight 
people drowned at the 
weekend when nearly a 
quarter of South Korea’s 
population of 42 million 
thronged river banks and 
beaches to escape a heat 
wave, police said. — Sapa-_ 

drug charge || 
By Don Wilkinson 

some profit-taking. 
While the continued 

uncertainty in the Gulf 
played a part in the met- 
al’s move above $380, a- 
major influence was the 
renewed weakness in the 
US dollar. 

Dealers feel lhlt the 
US currency has lost 
much of its safe haven 
status (ql.lomng a number 

was DM1,5680/700 to the 
dollar. Yesterday it brief- 
ly touched DM1,5668 be- 

of        

    

Reuter. however, that gold’s re- 
it performance has 

been somewhat disap- 
pointing in view of the 
steep rise in oil prices . 

Additionally, the Gulf 
crisis does not appear to 
have, caused any marked 

Gold surges, 
shares tumble 

“buying of gold by Middle 
Eastern countries. 

reports.from 
Wfll“%h'eet indicated a 
fall in the Dow Jones in- 
dex of over 100 points and 
this impacted on the Lon- 
don market. 

Both centres  clawed 
back some, of their earlier 
losses, but remained ner- 
vously weak. 

With the major mar- 
kets in some turmoil, 
share prices on a nervous 
Johannesburg Stock Ex- 
change also sought lower 
levels, although the all- 
gold index lost only nine 
points on Friday’s finish, 
to close at 1638 after a 
md-d.ny improvement to 

mhns 90c off at R37,35. 
and the index‘ended: 4t 
3028 compared to Fri- 
day’s 3073, helping to 
‘move the overall index 43 
points lower to 3 167. 

The dollar’s interna- 
tional weakness helped 
the rand to move modest- 
ly higher at R2,5810/25 to 
the dollar against Friday’s 
close of R2 5945/60. 

But it failed again to 
make ground against the 
European majOlS, smer- 
ling moving up 
R4, 8445/95. while !heu 
was a sharp fall in the fin- 
rand to R3,96/98 from 
Friday’s R3,87/90 close. 
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WASHINGTON — Looking back 
25 Roy Terry recalls vi- 
vidly the one thing that separat- 
.ed him from the white students 
at Atlanta’s Morehouse College. 

‘They could vote. He, like 75 per- 
cent of America’s blacks, could not. 

But on August 6 1965, President 
Johnson signed the Voting 

its Act, which banned literacy 
tests, poll taxes and other measures 
used to discourage blacks from en- 
tering the polling booths. 

i g e ‘where 
few blacks m{d cast their ballots. 

“The thing we have gained from 
‘ the Voting Rights Act is more lever- 

g 

age, more elected black officials,” 
said Benjamin Hooks, executive 
director of the National Association 
for the Advancement of Coloured 
People. 

Mr Terry, now a clothing manu- 
facturer, was one to benefit. Not 
only cwldmhe vote {mt his family 
gained from special programmes 
established in thpee:u.ke of the Act to 
offer greater opportunities to mi- 
norities. 

Violence 

Helped by government contracts 
to make mili camouflage and 
firefighters’ uniforms, Mr Terry’s 
family firm raised its annual reve- 
nue from about $100000 in 1963 to 
more than $12 million now. 

“Minority purchasing goals ... 
that we pated in have been a 
benefit of the Voting Rights Act,” 
Mr Terry said. 

On the 25th anniversary of the 
Voting Rights Act, more than 7000 
elected black officials were serv- 
ing in local, state or federal offices, 
but the votes that put them there 
were often difficult to cast. 

Enthusiastic blacks travelled long 
distances to register, only to en- 
counter violence. 

“There was resentment that black 
people could participate in the pro- 
cess,” said former Representative 
Shirley Chisholm of New York, the   

-|25 yeazs as voters, 
      P & 19 

  

  

  

   

   

        

   

  

Blacks in the United States 
yesterday marked the 25th 
anniversary of the Voting 
Rights Act, which guaran- 
teed their right to vote. 
LORRIE GRANT reports. 

President Lyndon Johnsan (top right) the Voting Rights Act in 
August 1965. “There was resentment that black could partici- 
pate in the process,” says Shirley Chisholm (left), the first black 
.woman in Congress. President Bush (bottom right) has taken note of 

black sensitivities and his party is trying to win their support.   
  

first black woman in Congress. “There was always a battle about 
“Battles emerged at voting colour, making sure appropriations 

places, especially in the South, and would be allocated fairly,” Ms Chi- 
often polls were not located so that = sholm said. 
they were accessible for everyone,”  “Practically every piece of legis- 
she said. i lation ed an amendment to 

Ms Chisholm was elected to the apeclllgbl include women and 
House of Representatives in 1969 blacks. It seemed ironic that in a 
and served New York State until democracy we had to put in amend- 
1982. She remembers the early days ments to see that blacks and women 
when Congress was run by “old-line, wouldn't get left out.” ; 
die-hard, white Southerners”. But slowly and steadily, white 

— 
   candidates for elected office, espe- cially in the South, came to gr'i); 

with the realities of blacks using | ‘their political rights. 
" Blacks stood as candidates for 

e office and if they didn’t win, n;;;‘ md decide who would. 
years after the Voti 

Rights &ft became law, r:al:g 
still think it h: s Sty as not taken 

| Historians and Ppolitical scientists 
k g.y“bhcks do not feel totally at 

! in the established Republican 
or Democratic parties, preferring 
in many cases to place their faith in 
black mr;;auficians. 

Frances Berry, a membe; 
_of the US Commission on Civi{ 
Rights, says this attitude could be   
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_ The hills await - 
OR the past six months, many 
South Africans used only to 

- fatalistic pessimism have 
lived in a more optimistic 

mood than they had thought possi- 
ble. That optimism continued dur- 
ing yesterday’s talks between gov- 
ernment and the ANC in Pretoria, 
but sooner or later we may all have 
to face a less rosy reality. 

~ We had no details, at the time of 
going to press, on whether the 
degree of agreement matched the 
advance billing. If it did, that is a 
source for joy and, inevitably, for 
further optimism. It would be as 
well to remember that the Pretoria 
meeting, like the one in Cape Town 
in May, was designed to remove 
obstacles to the real negotiations 
which lie ahead. It is there that the 
erunch may come. 

The obstacles — the definition 
and release of political prisoners, 
the repeal of security laws, the re- 
turn of exiles, the ANC's commit- 
ment to armed struggle, the con- 
tinuing emergency in Natal and the 
level of violence there and else- 
where — will be removed, however 
many meetings it takes. They must 
be, or there will be no negotiations, 
and both sides have their’ sights 
firmly set on getting to the negotiat- 
ing table. Hence the determination 
to succeed and the commendable 
readiness for compromise shown by 
government and the ANC. 

Those qualities, and far-sighted 
political leadership, will be needed 
more than ever once the present 
obstacles have been overcome, for 
the road to negotiations will not 
have been cleared of all-obstruc- 

Tough 
RIVATISATION is likely to 
stay on the back-burner while 
the “new South Africa” and its 
economic policies evolve, but 

one of its benefits (from the private 
enterprise point of view) is shown in 
the latest public sector employment 
figures produced by the Central Sta- 
tistical ‘Service. Though Iscor em- 
ployees may not have been public 
servants in the true sense, privati- 
sation of the steel corporation has 
taken 37000 jobs firmly into the 
private sector, reducing the overall 
employment figures of public cor- 
porations by more than 21%. " 

‘While government, despite its de- 
cision to rationalise, still battles to 
contain the growth of the central 
bureaucracy, the streamlining of 
SA Transport Services into Trans- 
net and its other “nets” as part of its 

tions. When the talk is about negoti- 
ations, rather than what is prevent- 
ing them, decisions will have to be 
taken on who else is to be invited, 
whether under their own banner or 
that of the two main protagonists. 
The shape of the table — two-sided 
as the ANC wants, with all newcom- 
ers ranged behind government or 
the ANC, or round, with each party 
representing a separate viewpoint 
— is not a minor issue. It will have a 
crucial effect on the outcome of 
what is discussed. 
Even then, the decks will not be 

cleared. Are the key elements of a 
new constitution, including govern- 
ment’s hope for a minority role for 
itself and minority protection for 
those it represents, to be negotiated 
around that table or decided by a 
constituent assembly elected by 
universal franchise? This will de- 
termine when the NP hands over 
power, as it has promised to do, and 
its own role in the future South 
bAeIiflntéaitmpledgedwbfln;inw 

These, too, are not minor issues. 
Removing obstacles only brings 
closer the tough ining, the 
battle of nerve and wit backed by 
threats, grand-standing and proph- 
esies of doom, and the compromises 
essential for ultimate agreement. 
So far, bar a bump or two, it’s all 
been downhill. The uphill part is 
when the nation and its leaders will 
truly be tested. 

The main reason for optimism 
then is that those leaders have so 
far shown that they mean to reach 
agreement. That, in the end, may 
prove decisive. 

task 
conversion into a commercial or- 
ganisation has also brought a sub- 
stantial reduction in the number of 
public sector jobs. Post and Tele- 
communications is showing the 
same trend. 

The argument that this is a good 
thing because more efficient use is 
being made of the country’s human 
resources will carry little weight 
with people who perhaps don’t even 
have jobs, and look for manna from 
political change. The huge task of 
free market protagonists is to show 
that the experience in other coun- 
tries can be repeated here, and that 
privatisation is the best way to pro- 
duce the economic growth that will 
not only expand the job market but 
provide better social services for 
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¥ l PRETORIA—The ANC's 30 yeur a med strig- 
gle was formally suspe nigl 
ing the way for peace in Somh AMcn 

The good news came, in'an: announceméntl 
by President de:Klerk:and thé, ANC'siDeputy, 
Fresident, Mr Nelson Mandela; some 15.hours | 
after the : peace talks started tiihe Présidenc 
1 Pretoria yesberday y 

Thetr Joint statement s 
also_disclosed that' the },twn\'pamasfihad:mclfed 
agreement on the release of political:prisoners, 
the return of exiles; two o{ the major problems con— 

T nogmng fll;eal negotf “ 
ut, the most drama C m- 

came on the second aung wltfi umnd of 
tne armed stru; p%ga commitment by both par- 
ties to work mward.s endirxg the. vlolence 

Working group & X,fisfi 
4 ‘In ‘rgxe 1nv’resé °s‘eémm5x"'fi speedil; e u&‘ossihle 
owards a negotia acel c 

and in the context of the m?&nu nénohed, me 
ANC announced that. 1t was nowJgus] 
armed actions with immediate effect,’ 
statement. AR BT 

i 3l o g m““"c“"" d“'“m""n;fi?&:?’wm [plated activities e an s 
Umkhonto we 8! lzw)é willy § 

‘It was agreed that a/ wor] 
ushed 10 résolve all 00ts 
out of this decision'to repoxtvby 

‘Both sides once.mna) 

     

    

    

     

   

    

   

  

   
  

   

   

  

   
        

     
   

  

   
   

  

   

        

    

    d $0.b) abd\zv’ e s p“%fi%fi&& 
ation Vula, the'alleg‘eq Jfl W the: 

been dm:he‘d ) % 1@ 
o) 

  e ANC. an W02, 
that lt cc\lld lead to st:on 
hawks and doves within the 

Both delegations 
the %nne:a! [evel, ofvi 
rest In the country, by 
Eears that Mr-Mandelalw 
ivolved in trying. mfi 

line with t.‘h ¢ 8! Mt/or 
the ‘leaders: Inyolver 
satd the ststement 

  
accord, 

Questioned at che 
Press conference about 
what ‘was the jattitude \ o 
of members:of the / 
SACP to the agreement: 
W end the armed strug: | 3 
le; Mr Mandela told 4’| 
ress’ conference. that 

members of the SACP 1 
z | who were members of | 

the ANC were bound by 
s | the. orgamsanon s¢ 

decisfons. 

"l Mr de Kierk sald the 
) %)llce had been ordered” 
R deal with problems 
1 | in an even manner and 
;| added that any trans. 
1| gressors would be 

mished, W pu 

    

Mr Mandela saxd he 
was not satisfled with 
t,he Presldent’s reply on 

Acfiuns of me vouce 
indicate that the Gov- 
ernment had not suc-| 
ceeded in restrnlnlng 
the police. 
The nl\‘llhv\mnut       TOTAL P.@2 

—— B 
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SA agreement 
sets scene for 
talks on new 
constitution 

WHEN Nelson Mandels and 
President FW de Klerk met yes- 
terday they were tying their fu- 
tures inextricubly to the demisc of 
white rule in South Aftica. The 
latest round of talks between the 
ANC and the government went on 
Ipte into the evening, until the two. 
sides hammered oul terms for the 
relcase of political prisoners, the 
dismantling of certain security 
Laws and, finally, a suspension of 
the ANC armed struggle with im- 
mediate effect. 

Mr Mandcla had suid earlier 
that he cxpected to be sble to put 
the military side of the anti-apart- 
heid campaign on hold, without 
formally abandoning if, if agree- 
ment on his stated “obstaclzs™ (o 
full pegotiations were reached, 
While the brosd outline of the 
agrcement was set out by u joint 
working group, the two sides still 
had to settle on issues such as the 
definition of pofiticat prisoncrs, 
The government was ulso de- 
manding that the ANC should 
speak out publicly against strikes 
and boycotts by blacks, which are 
seen as a symbolic substitute for 
violence. 

The mecling marked « break- 
through in removing the obstacles 
Mr Mandela identified to tulks on 
a future constitution, and rein- 
forced the growing trust with Mr 
de Klerk, The ANC has said the 

armed struggle is fied 
ibitity of the trek 

away from white rule, The aban- 
donment of the military option 
demonstrates the confidence of 
Mr Mandels, if not all of his col- 
leagues, that the process of 
change is set. But the coming bat 
tles may prove tougher than what 
has gone betore. 

Full talks on a new constitution 
are tentatively set for next ycar, uf 
ter the ANC holds @ congress in 
Pecembes 10 decide finally the 
system it Gavouts and the nature of 
any interin administration. Along 
the way, sanctions may start to dis- 
solve, vspecially if key api theid 
legistation, such as the Group Ai- 
eas Act and, crucially, the Popula- 
tion Registration Act, which cls- 
sifies the races, is abolished. 

Mr Mundela s tepeatedly 

  

  

    

    

        

  

   

    

    
  

From Chris McGreal 
in Johannesburg 

  

  

spuken out in favour of a ¢ 
cut assembly, a position it wil 
e 10 back sway fronm if strongly 
enduised by the ANC congess, 
Direct eleetion of the architects of 
anew constitution would probably 
mein a constituent asenbly dom- 
mated by the ANC, with white 
represeniation in @ ninotity Ui 
fess i form of electonal pact were 
worked out with the ruling Nae 
tional Party 

The goveinment backs direet 
ations between the various 

pattics, with ai feast the black and 
white ices given equal ieproseis 
ttion, The resulting constitution 
would then be put to « national 
referendum, 

At least nine were 
killed whes between tradi- 
fromalint Zulus and 1esidents of 

Rivo towaship yesterday, while 
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| 
| 

Mindela: confident of change 
- 
be 
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My Mandela dnd President de 
Kleih talked peace, Reuter re- 
ports. 

Palice said it nine people had   

been hilled i the  township 
clashes, but 4 spokesinn for the 
Unnted Democratic Front, allied 
1o 1he African National Cougress, 
sand 1 death foll was st least 12, 

Resideuts saiv warkess loyaf to 

  

   

    

    

  

Chicl M u Butheleais 
Inhatha movewmcnt of 
fuctony hoseh wicld stichs und 
hatehets,  looki for  ANC 

  

symipathisers. Repoiters said pos 
Tiee were pagolling in toree     
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ANC says' 
armed 

struggle 
suspended 

From RAvy Kenneny 
INJOHANNESHLIKG 

IN A landmark decision reached 
afier 15 hours of 1alks, the African 
National Congress announced late 
last night that it was suspending 
immediately its 29-year armed 
struggle against South Africa's 
minority white government. 

A joint statement from the ANC 
and the government said: “In the 
interest of moving as speedily as 
possible towards a ncgotiated 
peaceful political settlement and 
i the context of the agreement 
reached the ANC announced that 
it was suspending all armed 
actions with immediatc cffect. 

“As & result of this no further 
armed actions and related activ- 
ities by the ANC and its military 
wing Umkonto we Sizwe (Spear of 
the Nation) will take place.” 

The statement appeared to clear 
the way for formal negotiations on 
ending apartheid and granting full 
political rights 10 the voteless 
black majonty 

The ninc-point agrecment was 
hammered out by five-member 
delegations  led by Nelson 
Mandela, the ANC depuly leader, 
and President de Klerk at talks at a 
overnment mansion in the cap- 

ital, Pretoria. 
The two sides adopted a pro- 

gramme for the phased release of 
political prisoncrs according to an 
agreed definition of political of- 
fences. “The further release of 
prisoncrs which can be dealt with 
administratively  will start on 
Sc%lcmbcr 1, 1990." the statement 
said.     

INKATHA 

It said all relcases of political 
prisoners would be carried out by 

April 30, 1991, In & matching 

concession the government 
pledged to review the state of 

emergency in Natal province as 
carly as possible and to consider 
repealing parts of the Internal 

Security Act, which restricts the 

political freedom of government 

opponents. § 
The crucial talks, which were 

broadly cxpected to lead to a 

breakthrough for mcaningful 
negotiations, had begun under & 

cloud of almost obsessive security 

in Pretoria. 
Mr Mandela rolled up at the     presidency in his fire-engine red 

Merccdes Benz which was pre- 

sentcd 10 him two weeks ago. 
Behind was Joe Slovo, secretary 

gencral of the South African 
Communist Party whose inclu- 
sion in the ANC's negotiating 

team had almost derailed the 
talks. 
Government sources yesterday 

werc more feserved about the 

outcomc of the talks than optimis- 
tic weekend reports had indicated. 

A scnior government figure said: 

“Once this phase is negotiated 

discussions can start with those 
partics who are ready to negotiate. 
The next obvious phase is on 
securing the negotiations. ¢ 

“We are ready 1o proceed with 

the next round and we are in   agreement that time is of the 
cssence — but it is important that 

we  proceed ()(li'l a siep-by-step 

basis.” he added. 
Sl ——— 
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Geyt mygt fame 
Policd - ANC / 
At the news conference I’r 

Klerk and Nelson Mandel 

over alleged police violerc: 

“Until the Governmer! 

the police, we will continue te be 
tisfied,” Mr Mandela said 

Mr de Klerk responded that the Gov- 

ernment and ANC had had long discus- 

sions on the police. - ) 

He said the Government's view was 

that police should act even-handedly. 

The Government would take firm 

steps, as it had in the past. against 

transgressors of this policy if evidence 

or proof was submitted. 

“We are not satisfied with the r+ 

just given by the State President 

Mandela retorted. 
«“Actions of the police indiciiie 15 us 

that the Government has not su ded 

in restraining police activits The tiov- 

ernment has either lost contrul 

police, or the police are doing wha* the | 

Government wants.” | 
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S Jears vopess, 
naive. She believes black politicians 

  

must consider not just the black 
| vote, but the interests of-all their 

constituents. 

Forcing change 

“Many blacks thought the prob- 
lems of race, economics and social 
conditions would be solved with the 
vote,” said Ms Berry. “But when the 
kingdom was still closed after peo- 
ple got the key, they said: ‘Doesn’t 
that mean we shouldn’t vote?' " 

Ms Berry said more effort might 
be focused on peaceful protests to 
force change, repeating successful 
demonstrations like those that 
forced several US companies to di- 
vest their industrial and commer- 
cial holdings u; South Africa. 

Politicians /say there are signs 
that the process begun 25 years ago 
will continue to gather strength. 

President Bush has taken note of 
black sensitivity on the question of 
South Africa and his Republican 
Party is campaigning to win the 
support of more African-Americans. 

“We are united in our opposition 
to apartheid,” Mr Bush told the 

  

  Magazine Publishers of America re- 
cently. 

“And we have an African-Ameri- 
can population here that feels fer- 
vently (about that).” — Reuter. 
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will he granted 2= from 1 Octo- 
ber 1990. This process will be 
completed not later than the end 
of 1990. ¥ 

@®1In all cases where the body 
or bodies to be constituted ac- 
cording to paragraph 8.2 of the 
Report of the Working Group 
will have to consider cases on 
an individual basis, the process 
will be expedited as much as 
possible. 

It is hoped that this process 
will be completed within six 
months, but the latest date envi- 

saged for the completion of the 
total task in terms of the Report 
of the Working Group is not 
later than 30 April 1991. 

This -programme will be im- 
plemented on the basis of the 
Report of the Working Group. 
3. In the interest of moving as 
speedily as possible towards a 
negotiated peaceful political 
settlement, and in the context of 
the agreements reached, the 
ANC announced that it was now 
suspending all armed actions    

  

with immediate effect. As a re- 
sult of this, no further armed ac- 

tions and related activities by 

the ANC and its military wing 

Umkhonto we Sizwe will take 
place. 

It was agreed that a working 

group will be established to re- 

solve all outstanding questions 

arising out of this decision to re- 

port by September 15 1990. Both 

sides once more committed 

themselves to do everything in 

their_power to bring about a 
     

L ever additional m 
Ftinmeale e o 

peaceful solution as quickly as 
possible, - 
4. Both delegations expressed 
serious concern about the gener- 
al level of violence, intimidation 
and unrest in the country, espe- 
cially in Natal. 

They agreed that in the con- 
text of the common search- for 
peace and stability, it was vital 
that understanding should grow 
among all sections of the South 
lA[nc.’m population that prob- 
lems can al Jems con and shoud b sovei   

through negotiations. . .* = * 

Bof.gll parties committed them- 

selves to undertake’steps and 

measures to promote and expe- 

dite the normalisation and stabi- 

listion of the situation‘in line 

with the spirit of mutual trust 

obtaining among the leltzeg! in- 

volved.- T G0 

5. With due cognizance of the 

interest, role and lnvolvement 

of other parties, the delegations 

consider it necessaty,that 

     
  

communication are needed 

should be developed at local, re- 

gional and national levgls. This 

should enable public grievances 

to be addressed peacefully and 

in good time, avoiding conflict. 

6. The Government has under- 

taken to consider the lifting of 

the state of emergency in N'alal 

as early as possible in the light 

of positive consequences that 

should result from this accord. 

7. In view of the new circum- 

stances now emerging, there 

will be an ongoing review of se- 

curity legislation. 

The Government will give im- 

mediate consideration to repeal- 

ing all provisions of the Internal 

Security. Act that (a) refer to 

communism or the furthering 

thereof; (b) provide for a conso- 

lidated list; (c) provide for a pro- 

hibition on the publication of 

staterents or writings of cer- 

    

tain persons; (d) provide for an 
amount to be deposited before a 
newspaper may be registered. 

Convinced 

The Government will continue 
, reviewing security legislation 
and its application in order to 
ensure free political activity 
and with the view to introducing 
amending legislation at the next 
session of Parliament. The Min- 
ister of Justice will issue a 
statement in this regard, inter 
alia, calling for comments and 
proposals. 

8. We are convinced that what 
we have agreed upon today can 
become a milestone on the road 
to true peace and prosperity for 
our country. 

In this we do not pretend to 
be the only parties involved in 
the process of shaping the new 
South Africa. We know there are 
other parties committed to 
peaceful progress. 
Al of us henceforth walk that 

road in consultation and co-op- 
eration with each other. We call 
upon all those who have not yet 
committed themselves to peace- 
ful negotiations to do so now. 
9. Against this background, the 
way is now open to proceed to- 
wards negotiations on a new 

constitution. Exploratory talks 
in this regard will be held be- 
fore the next meeting which will 
be held soon. : 
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The text of the Pretoria Minute 
is as follows: 

Pretoria Minute 
The Government and the ANC 
have held discussions at the 
Presidency, Pretoria, today Au- 
gust 6 1990. 
1. The Government and the ANC 
have again committed them- 
selves to the Groote Schuur Mi- 
nute. 
2. The final report of the Work- 
ing Group on political offences 
dated 21 May 1990, as amended, 
was accepted by both parties. 
The guidelines to be formulated 
in terms of the Report will be 
applied in a phased manner. 

The Report makes provision 
for formulation of guidelines 
which will be applied in dealing 
with members of all organisa- 
tions, groupings or institutions, 
governmental or otherwise, who 
committed offences on the as- 
sumption that a particular 
cause was being served or op- 
posed. 

Dates agreed 

The meeting has instructed 
the Working Group to draw up a 
plan for the release of ANC-re- 
lated prisoners and the granting 
of indemnity to people in a 
phased manner and to report 
before the end of August. The 
following target dates have in 
the meantime been agreed upon: 

® The body or bodies referred to 
in paragraph 8.2 of the Report 
of the Working Group will be 
constituted by 31 August 1990. 
@ The further release of pris- 
oners which can be dealt with 
administratively will start on 1 
September 1990. 

© Indemnity which can be dealt 
with in categories of persons 
and not on an individual basis   

Th ~4 =Y 

text of the 

Pret ria Minute: 
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greement 
  

  

FW de Klerk ... the Governm 
should act even. 

     

A 1 I 
ent’s view was that police 
-handedly. . 

        Nelson Mandela . .. no mechanisms for black people 16’ ad- 
dress their grievances. 
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welcome 
By Kaizer Nyatsumba, 

Political Staff 

A mixed welcome has greeted 
the midnight ceasefire. 

While many organisations 
have congratulated the Govern- 
ment and the ANC, the Conser- 
vative Party (CP), and the Pan 
Africanist Congress (PAC) have 
criticised the agreement. 

CP chief secretary AS 
Beyers said it was quite clear 
that the Government had be+ 
trayed the South African Po- 

   

  

lice, and this constituted a vic- ' 
tory for the ANC. 

PAC spokesman Mark Shin- 
ners said the PAC was not 
bound by the historic agree- 
ment and would continue with 
its armed struggle. . 3 

Democratic Party (DP) co- 
leader Dr Denis Worrall said 
the Pretoria Minute was “a 
very welcome development™ 
which would bring real consti- 
tutional negotiations even’ 

| closer. 
The Johannesburg-based 

tFlve Freedoms Forum (FFF) 
- also hailed the Minute, saying it 

. was made possible by conces- 
sions on both sides. 

The chairman of the Minis- 
,ters’ Council in the House of 
Delegates, Dr JN Reddy, de- 
scribed the accord as a very 
significant step towards peace 
and stability. 

  

  

  

‘Archbishop Desmond Tutu’ 
'.‘(;nmu_\inded the ANC “very 

A warm."*-and warned the flov 
~“ernment “very sharply” tuat if 

it did not control the police, the 
prospects for a negotiated set- 
tlement would be wrecked. 

  

h 
Azanian National Yout| 

Unity (Azanyu) vlce;presndent 

Ntsie Mohloai said it was not 

affected by the agreement. 
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Shaking o ' 

| shakes b "' v 
- | Nelson Mandela 

of talks. The AN 
armed action ¢ yainst the 

“dépoty president 
s m;r‘nir‘g after.16 hours 

scid it had suspended all 
Government, 

way to nego s about the ing th 
opening e Xed of apartheid. 
    

  
 



   
  

'@ Pretoria accord ‘is a milestone’ 

ANO? agrees 
By Peter Fabricius, 

,%7‘ Q(R' . 

Y ~committed offences on the assump- 

. Political Correspondent g tion that a particular cause Was being 

~The ANC is “suspending al™? 
served or opposed”. 

2 aSpe . !, The working group is to draw up a 

armed actions with immediate ! 

effect”, thus accelerating the 

      

' 
start soon 

to lay down 
i’ytneend

omgean%ml
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“ Where cases had to be dealt with 
on an individual basis, the process 
would, it was hoped, be completed 
within six months but not later than 
April 30 1991, 

@ Pretoria Minute text — Page 2. 

plan for the release of ANC prisoners 

| 
;and the granting of indemnity to ANC 

! pace of negotiations by several 

months. 

sexiles and will vzepor},sbe!ore the end 
5 

The dramatic decision was an- 

of August. . 
o, b il 3 

| Ccurit; e 

nounced early today in a joint 5 Se Yiin I3 

statement by the Government and On security. legf&lath‘m seen by the. 

the ANC after marathon 15-hour ANC as an obstacle to negotiationss 

talks in Pretoria. the Government announced it would 

give immediate consideration to re- 

pealing all provisions of the Internal 

Security Act that: 

@ Referred to communism or the fur- 

thering of communism. 

@ Provided for a consolidated list. 

@ Provided for a prohibition on.!he 

publication of statements or writings 

of certain persons. 

@ Provided for a deposit before a 

newspaper may be registered. 

The Government also promised to 

continue reviewing security leg_is!a- 

tion to ensure free political activity 

with a view to introducing amending 

Jegislation at the next session of l?ar- 

liament, and undertook to consider 

the lifting of the state of emergency 

in Natal in the light of positive conse- 

quences from this accord. 

On suspending the armed struggle, 

Mr Mandela said the ANC had made 

a “very significant concession”. 

Dealing with the release of prison- 

ers and return of exiles, the meeting 

agreed on certain target dates, most 

of which should have been achieved 

   

  

   
    

  

    

  

“No further armed actions and re- 

lated activities by the ANC and its 

military wing Umkhonto we Sizwe 

will take place”, the statement said. 

They two parties also announced 

that ANC political prisoners would be 

released and exiles granted indem- 

nity from arrest in a phased process 

beginning from September 1. 

The agreement is to be known as 

the Pretoria Minute. 

The ANC and the Government said 

that, as a result of the agreement, 

“the way is now open to proceed to 

negotiations on a new constitution. 

Exploratory talks in this regard will ; 

be held before the next meeting,’ 

which will be soon. 

“We are convinced that what we 

have agreed on today can become a 

milestone on the road to true peace 

and prosperity for our country.” 

The meeting accepted the final re- 

port of a working group dealing with 

political, prisoners and exiles “who 

  

  

  

ANC gives imore than Govt 
Political Correspondent 

The African National Congress 

seems to have made more con- 

cessions than, the Government at 

yesterday’s talks in Pretoria. - ° 

The main.prize for the Govern- 

ment was. the ANC's announce- 

ment of an immediate ceasefire. 
For the ANC, the main achieve- 

ment was the Government’s deci- 
sion to begin releasing its political 

prisoners and detainees and in- 
demnifying its exiles and others 

against arrest for political of- 

fences. i 

These two related issues forrged 

the core of the agreement. 
But this position represented a 

“significant concession” by the 

ANC in the words of of deputy 

president Nelson Mandela, leader 
of the ANC delegation. 

He said the ANC’s official po- 

sition had been that it would not 

announce a ceasefire until the re- 

moval of all the obstacles to nego- 

tiations which it had identified. 

“But we came to the meeting 

having already decided we would 

declare a ceasefire.This is a very 

significant concession.” 

*-"Apart from the question of pris- 

oners and exiles, the two main ob- 

stacles to negotiation as perceived 

by the ANC were the continuing 

state of emergency in Natal and 

what it called “repressive” securi- 

- ty legislation. 
The Government did not lift the 

Natal emergency or give any firm 

undertaking to do so. 
It stated its familar position 

that it would do so as early as pos- 

sible “in the light of positive cons- 

quences that should result from 

this accord”. 
Nor did the Government agree 

to a general moratorium on secu- 

rity legislation as Mr Mandela had 

said he would urge. 
. It did agree to give immedi- 

ate consideration to repealing cer- 

tain anomalous or rather minor 

aspects of the Internal Security 

Act. 
1t gave no firm undertaking on 

more contentious aspects such as 

detention without trial, but pro- 

mised to continlie reviewing secu- 
rity legislation to give more free- 

‘dom to political activity. 
Amending legislation would be 

introduced at the next session of 

Parliament. 
Political observers noted that 

the ANC’s position before yester- 
day had been that any: ceasefire 
should be mutual. 

But the Pretoria Minute makes 

clear that the ceasefire was 

agreed by the ANC unilaterally. 

All in all, the Pretoria Minute 

seems rather one-sided. But it 

might not seem so on closer scru- 

tiny of the ANC's ceasefire. 

It is by no means clear what 

this allows or does not allow. 

Police sources expressed con- 

cern last night that the ANC’s 

ceasefire in the Pretoria Minute 

might not have included the for- 

mation of underground cells. 

Another Government hope that 

was dashed was that the ANC 

would provide a firm committ- 

ment to suspending its campaign 

of mass mobilisation, which the 

Government considers disguised 

violence. 
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Heavily armed Inkatha members perch on the roof of the Kagiso Hostel and watch ANC members being escorted away by police. Each side blames the other for the latest fighting, which started on 
Sunday night. @ Picture by Herbert Mabuza.    
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Death toll rising in wa 
| At least 12 people hav! 

By Stan Hlophe and 
Craig Kotze 

heen 
killed, 16 injured and 57 arrested 
in Inkatha/ANC clashes which 
threaten to engulf the West 
Rand township of Kagiso in a 
bloody Natal-style conflict. 

Informal sources put the 
death toll in the fighting as high 
as 30, although police could not 
confirm this. 

The official death toll in the 
violence rose to 12 today arte 
police announced another bo 
had been found. The man had 
been shot. 

Late yesterday the situation 
was still very tense, with heuvi- 
ly armed police separating the 
two feuding factions. 

‘This morning, police reported 
widespread intimidation in the 
township, with one group pre 
venting others from boardiny 
taxis to go to work. 

“It’s still very tense and we 
are patrolling intensively.” & 
spokesman said 

Police said a man was shot 
dead and one wounded in Kagisc 
when a mob with pangas and 
knobkerries attacked a police 
vehicle at 4.45 am yesterday 

Tear gas and rubber bullets 
failed to disperse the mob aund 
shotgun fire was used Firty 

    

    

seven men were arrested when 
police reinforcements arrived. 

poradic outbreaks of stone- 
throwing and illegal gatherings 
were reported. 

At 8.50 am, police came 
across the bodies of four men 
shot and hacked to death. At 
12.30 pm, the body of a man 
stabbed to death was found. 

A police spokesman said 15 
men with stab wounds and one 
with panga wounds had been ad- 
mitted to hospital. 

Both sides in the war-torn 
township have now adopted 
seemingly uncompromising atti- 
tudes. 

Both sides blame each an- 
other for the latest fighting, 
which started on Sunday night 
and continued until yesterday 
morning. Both sides have re- 
fused to disarm and have de- 
clared war on each other. 

There are fears the violence 
will spill over into other areas 
in the Reef, the Vaal Triangle 

and Pretoria. 

A temporary truce was signed 
vesterday after intervention by 
the leaders of the two warring 
factions. This led to ANC sup- 
porters reluctantly agreeing to 
move out of their hostel under 
police escort. 

The Kagso clash is the latest    

round in an escalating In- 
katha/ANC war in the Trans- 
vaal. Last month 22 people died 
in clashes between the two in 
Sebokeng near Vereeniging. 

The Star spoke to both heavily 
armed sides in the conflict. 

ANC supporters say: 
“We were attacked by a group 
of Zulus, who are all Inkatha 
members, for no apparent rea- 
son. 

“They have told us in no un- 
certain terms that we are 
Xhosas and they will not be 
ruled by the Xhosas. We were 
told by the Zulus as early as last 
week that we are going to die. 

“On our arrival at the hostel 
on Sunday night we were met 
with a strong impi and a war 
cry of ‘Usuthu! Usuthu!’ and they 
were all over us. 

“We ran helter skelter to the 
nearest bushes for safety. There 
we spent the night. Now we 
have been forced out of the hos- 
tel by Inkatha members, but we 
shall return.” 

Inkatha supporters say: 
“We have done nothing wrong. 
ANC supporters have been arm- 
ing themselves and told us we 
must join the ANC. They said 
our chief (Mangosuthu Buthele- 
zi) and king (Goodwill Zwelith- 

  

ini) are puppets. 
“They bluntly told us to go 

back to Natal. We were told we 
would be forced to leave the 
township like our colleagues 
from Sebokeng. 

“The ANC says there is only 
one king and that is Mandela. 
They said Inkatha had no right 
to exist.” 

The Inkatha West Rand Regional 
secretary says: 
“This is a propaganda war by 
the ANC who are attempting to 
isolate Inkatha and its people. 

“Inkatha is a peaceful organi- 
sation and is on record as hav- 
ing called for peaceful negotia- 
tions. The ANC is telling the 
whole world that it is a demo- 
cratic nonracial organisation - 
while it is practising the oppo- 
site.” 

Issac Genu, convener 6f the ANC 
West Rand Region, says: 
“We are a disciplined organisa- 
tion prepared to negotiate for 
peace, but Inkatha is gearing it- 
self for war. 

“Its members would not agree 
to be disarmed and so we will 
not allow our people to be dis- 
armed. 

“The police have failed to 
maintain law and order. Both 
police and Inkatha should leave 
the area and leave us in peace.” 

  

  

r-torn Kagiso, 
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NELSON MANDELA speaks 

with some justified feeling 

about a South African judi- 

ciary drawn from “the ranks 

of the white minority” sitting 

in judgment over the victims 

of apartheid. For 27 years he 

felt the lash of that system 

himself: he made that very 

point about being “a black 

l man in a white court”, subject 

to laws made by a white par- 

liament, at one of his pre- 

Rivonia trials in 1962. 
1t is sobering to remind one- 

self that nothing much has 

changed since then. The judi- 

ciary is still all-white; the laws 

emanate from a white-domin- 

ated parliament. Much is 

about to change, but Mr Man- 

dela’s central point about the 

judicial system remains valid. 

Even the “new South Africa” 

will have to live with the lega- 

cy of a largely white judiciary 

until the educational and legal 

systems have caught up with 

generations of inequality. 
Blacks remembering the 

past record will find it difficult 

to trust white judges and mag- 

istrates even after the social 

and political systems have be- 

come nonracial. k 

Mr Mandela cast severe 

strictures on the judiciary for   

Ghe Star 

How apartheid has 

tainted the law © 
its role during the Govern- 

ment’s “reign of terror”. With 

rare exceptions, he said, the 

courts had enforced arbitrary 

detentions and suppressed li- 

berties even where there was 

scope to act otherwise. 

Again one must agree, al- 

though Mr Mandela might 

have acknowledged that 

judges do not make laws but 

apply them. He might also 

have given credit to the grow- 

ing number of liberal, pro-ac- 

tive judges who have been ex- 

ploring new ground in chal- 

lenging oppressive laws. And it 

is true to say that before the 

Government changed course, 

it tended to close up legal loop- 

holes almost as fast as they 
were discovered. 

On one further point Mr 

Mandela spoke with unchallen- 

geable personal knowledge. 

What happens before a trial, 

he said, often has an important 

bearing on its outcome. He 

cited the powers that rest in 

the hands of the police, not 

only through detention laws, 

and, pleaded for a more hu- 

manised prison system. Im- 

provements in these areas 

don’t need to await the advent 

of the new South Africa. 
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