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AFRICA has always
been an arena of great
power rivalry. The era of
the mighty Black em-
pires (such as those of
Ghana and Mali) was
followed by the era of
European colonialism.

As that era entered its
' twilight, the spoilers of a new
imperialism, that ofcommun-
ism, bégan entering the Afri-
can arena.

South africa, where the first
Communist party outside the
Soviet Union itself was estab-
lished in 1921, has had over
half a century of wrestling
with the devious intrigues and
machinations of communism
both from within and without.

Marauders

For Southern Africa, 1975
saw a major new development:
the Russian bear uninhibitedly
threw off its cloak of stealth
and sent its Cuban-reared pups
marauding across the sub-
continent.

This year, a critical but little
noticed new dimension has
been injected into the bear hug
with which Moscow is trying to
embrace Southern Africa. For
South Africa, as the only real
physical hope the sub-
continent has of keeping the
Red marauders at bay, this new
dimension is one that poses a
major challenge. :

I refer to the meeting over
the weekend in Kinshasa be-
tween President Neto, of Ango-
la, and President Mobutu, of
Zaire, following the establish-
ment of diplomatic relations
between the two countries.

On the face of it, strange
bedfellows indeed. Zaire, with
many political and ideological
ups and downs and an agonis-
ing amount of instability, is led
by a man who has decided to
throw in his lot with the West
and has accepted heavy United
States and Belgian participa-
tion in his economy.

Angola, an avowedly Marxist
state of stringent governmen-
tal control of the populace, is
led by a man who many believe
has already sold the soul of

President Neto

Africa to the successors of the
Tsars.

Ever since the ignominious
Portuguese departure from
Angola in 1975, President
Mobutu and President Neto
have looked at each other with
icy eye-balls. Mobutu has con-
sistently backed Neto’s arch
political enemy, Holden Rober-
to, whose brother-in-law he is.

The post-independence rela-
tionship has been marked by
charge and counter charge of
unfriendly acts — the latest
being Zaire's accusation that
the rebels who invaded the
Shaba Province three months
ago were trained and armed in
Angola.

Now has come diplomatic
relations between these very
estranged African brothers.
They came after several weeks
of delicate and protracted
negotiations. There is no cer-
tainty whether, given the wide
ideological divergence and long
history of antagonism between
the two presidents, the pact
between them can be carried
out in the spirit, or even the
letter, of the agreement.

‘trade and commerce

\

.

But any normalisation of
relations between Angola and

| Zaire could have far-reaching

consequences. South - Africa
will be watching the unfolding

| of developments along the At-

lantic west coast to its north
with great interest.

First the politico-military
scenario. President Neto has
established a Marxist state in
Angola and there is no reason
to doubt htat if he has his way
he will let this progress into a
fully-fledged communist state.

The one major obstacle to
this right now is that his, and
his Cuban friends’ hands are

rather tied by -the continuing

armed resistance to his regime
from Roberto’s FNLA forces
and Dr Jonas Savimbi’s UNITA
strike units. -

Should Mobutu, with help
from Zambia’s Kaunda, be able
to shut down supplies to these
two groups, Neto would be able
to move faster towards im-

. plementation of his Commun-

ist structure in Angola.

President Mobutu

The ‘nub

Defeat in the field for, in
particular, Savimbi would be a
blow to the forces of moderate
Black African nationalism on
the continent.

But the real gravity of the
matter is that it could mean
the establishment of a perma-
nent and manned space station"
in the orbit of influence the
Russians are so assiduously
seeking to throw across the
midriff of Africa. The old cliché
of “a Cuba in Africa” could
then well have come true in
Angola.

Such a development would
obviously pose a major chal-
lenge not only to South Af-
rica’s relationship with Angola
but also to its vital role as the
guardian of freedom in South-
ern Africa in the face of the
very serious communist in-
roads being made in the sub-
continent right now.
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Government

I HAVE always trusted and be-
lieved that the Government would
abide by the rules they had set
under what is known as separate
development.

Our Government obviously did
not mean to render the Non-White
population worse service, but some-
where along the line the whole idea
has gone haywire.

I am sure the Government did not
realise what phenomenal amounts
of money would be needed to
finance this police and what result

it would have on the long-term

economy.

Many people be they 'White, Col-
oured or Black are worried and
concerned today.

Although services such as
schools, theatres, transport, hotels
and sport or recreation facilities
are open to the use of Non-Whites
on a very small scale, discrimina-
tion still rules over daily life.

Apart from the fact that Col-
oureds have no political rights in
this country, the Government is
also not prepared to really share
privileges or create equal services.

What happened to all the prom-
ises and statements made? Surely
the Government must realise that
this policy is a failure!

Certain changes have been made
and discrimination is being phased
out in certain areas, but usually
only after riots, strikes or pressure
from one side to the other.

Warnings that South Africa is in
a political cul-de-sac very often
comes from prominent South Afri-
cans and well-meaning outsiders.

Tourists, poets, theologians, am-
bassadors, industrialists and even
some of our well-known National
Party leaders plead for rapid
change.

Mr F van Vuuren (Vaderland,
January 25, 1978) writes: “Af-
rikanervolk is nie net Wit nie.”

Professor F van der Vywer (Sun-
day Times, May 21, 1978): “Our laws
still disgrace Western civilisation.”

Professor Nic Rhoodie said at
Potchefstroom University on May
31, 1978, he found it sad that the
people who plead for the abolition

- Party leaders encourage

/HC,
of discrimination came from the
sports and professional world, but
not from the source it should come
from — the Church. I agree! -

Many other well-known National
better
relations, change or the abolition of
certain laws.

Although many people agree that
something should be done, it seems
to me not many are prepared to say
what must be done.

Many other members of the
Government, Provincial and city
councils are not prepared for
change and cling to their “brain-
child” apartheid belief.

Don’t they see the reality of our
situation? Surely they must realise
that their utopia is sfillborn.

The new Constitution for a sepa-
rate Indian and Coloured Parlia-
ment will not satisfy most Non-
Whites.

It is basically only a small change
of the old concept.

Mr Ben Schoeman puts it very
clearly: “Give the Coloureds equal
rights.”

This is not only realistic, but also
the only moral alternative by which
the Coloureds can be expected to
defend “their” country in time of

war.

I would like to recommend that
Indians and Chinese also
granted full citizenship.

As full political rights for Non-
Whites will meet with strong resis-
tance from many Whites, it has
become imperative for the Govern-
ment to formulate a dynamic and
clear policy.

That strong policy must be given

full publicity through newspapers,

radio and TV.
It must be made very clear that
any half measures will only lead to

disaster.
T KAEMPFFER
Lynn East

Both ways

THE Minister of Posts and Tele-
Communications, Mr F W de Klerk,
criticises the English Press (some-

& HZ:C'J"’

pollc¥

justifia but hz
remember that the .Government
and other Nationalist-controlled
bodies (including some sports
bodies) continually discriminate
against English-speaking South Af-
ricans.

I could write a book about it,
particularly as my son went to a
parallel medium primary school and
an Afrikaans lngh school.

D B STRACHAN

Johannesburg.

Hosted with.

own petard

TO ATTEMPT to forecast future
events on the African continent is
an exercise doomed to failure.
However, I am prepared to post-
ulate a distinct possibility.

If Nkomo holds back from partici-
pation in the political processes
proceeding in Rhodesia and is.
unable to conquer Rhodesia by
force of arms then there is a
possibility he may attempt to take
over Zambia.

Nkomo is a man of unbridled

ambition (rather more rotund than
a Cassius) and if he cannot be a

dietator in Rhodesia then he w:ll try it

in Zambia!

Being, on the face of it, a Russian
Imperialist lackey, then he can rely
upon the active support of the
Cubans which, combined with his
terrorist numerical superiority over
the Zambian armed forces, suggest
to me that if he can’t get Rhodesia
he will get Zambia.

Despite the West’s adulation of
Kaunda (the West has oons:stently
backed the wrong people in Africa
for over a century), he is overripe
for toppling, for he has made a
complete mess of what was once a
country with ample prospects and
he has also been foolish enough to
allow the Nkomo build-up.

Black strivings in Africa are

is a failur

neither human rishts nor democra-

¢y but for primitive power and for

its rich rewards both in money and
egotism and “to hell with the
masses.”

DOuh.tlesé, if this does happen_

and Nkomo, with Marxist backing,
become the new “Prester John” the
UN will deafen us all with their
plaudits, quite drowning out the
groans and sighs of the ordinary
people as they suffer.

But, then, this is a lunatic world
— “Alice through the
Glass”, in fact — but it is a distinct
possibility.

MAJOR I B MATHEWS (Ret'd)
Parkhurst

Brilliant

HOW could The Citizen's comment
“Et tu, Tutu” of August 12 go
unnoticed? This brilliant account
hit the nail on the head.

Most Anglicans, however, dis-
sociate themselves from Bishop
Tutu’s utterances over the R73 000
which the World Council of Chur-
ches has granted Patriotic Front
terrorists.

Bishop Desmond Tutu, general
secretary of the South African
Council of Churches said he re-
garded the grant as a “positive
identification with the cause for
liberation”.

When will the Anglican Church
awaken?

If their prelates side with those
responsible for the brutal “Elim
massacre”, then they must not
complain if their pews are empty.

Rather than hold vigils for disor-
derly and unruly gangs, we would
suggest that the church pray for
the conversion of these evil-doers.

Does our denomination not real-
ise that they depend mainly on
South Africans for their tithing?

In the circumstances, we do not
think it will be out of place for us to
request daily prayers for the safety
of our men on the border. Such
prayers are lacking in our parish at

the moment.
BAFFLED ANGLICANS
Robertsham

No freedom

WHEN I was young — over 50 years
ago — we proudly and justly
proclaimed all over the world that
South Africa was a free country.
Alas, no more.

What free country shuts up its
Press? What free country forces the

people into doing things they them-'

selves feel not to be the best for
them?

Take fluoridation, for instance. It
has not been proved that it is a good
thing. In fact, some countries have
forbidden its use. Dr Douw Steyn,
formerly of the Department of
Health, has fought its use tooth and
nail and set out his reasons on
many occasions. His opinions have
been totally disregarded, although
many prominent scientists agree

with him. Surely this is a case of a |

prophet not being honoured in his
own land!

It is stated that fluoride is
beneficial for the teeth, but they do
not also state that in the long run it
is detrimental to health. Certain
municipalities are all for this “mass
medication”, but are the people who
elected them in agreement?

Fluoride .is obtainable in tablet
form. Let'those who want to use it
buy their own tablets and be
responsible for their own health, or
failure of it.

If I were a young mother, it would
chill my marrow to think I might
bring a mongol into the world
because I had been drinking and
cooking with flueridated water.

The only fair thing would be to
set out all the reasons for and
against and circulate it to every-
body and then let the people choose.
It is their right.

Long after we oldies have gone to
rest, there may be people suffering
from the build-up of fluoride in
their bodies just because our gener-
ation was too lethargic to stop its
use. VERY CONCERNED
Marshalltown.

!
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Soweto a

cul-de-sac
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SOWETO is a dead-end

doom

street. The present

Black council is

doomed to failure.
SR e i

support

population of Soweto and;

® It does not consist of |

people who are fit for the
task of local government,
These two statements pro-
voked strong reactions from
the participants. There were
several views about a possi-
ble solution., - .
From the White side, an

be necessitated by such a
step. At the by-election a
strong

leaders could be elected to.
the council. - o

_Another suggestion froma
Black participant was that
20 capable, acceptable lead-
ers should be selected and

This power bloc should
lI:lllnjen"I:akemﬂexl'l’;e!:lmCoutl-n:il,
injecting new life into i

This group should ensure

j tlgt. :

The Black Council com-
pletey takes over the fi-
nances of Soweto;

® The services of superin-

tendants tlilu- Soweto be done

away with; ; :

@® Increases in rents in
four

® No
from his 5 e

® Rent in future should be
paid to the Soweto Council
by employers who will deduct
itfmmtheirwurkers’salary.

Reaction

'lGeneral reaction among
the participants was that the
additional
elected.
suggested that the

ply be disbanded and a new
one elected. : ;

Soweto’s inhabitants were
not more aware of what the
Soweto Council involved, If
they were to vote now, the
right leaders would be
elected. ;

White speakers Warned.

Another by-election would

Soweto be frozen for about‘
s home;

Another Black speaker
ﬂeseut.
Soweto Council should sim-

0
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uncil
ed to fa

d
l is

ﬂuﬂ
emana
Prominent Afrikaans
Soweto,

The meeting

s
* edilor of Die Transealer

a discussion earlior

Gerrit Viljoen, rector of the
Dr Willem de Klerk, chief

not disband the Soweto

i ncil out of hand. It would

and capable group of -

ate problems for itself if
it did so. :
_Discussion then moved to
‘the question whether Sow-
eto’s molr'iad lll.::demte mili-
tants wo Pprepared to
be candidates for election to
the Soweto C il if they
had the opportunity.
" Rights

Reaction from this source

- was that two conditions had

~ The
would

first to be complied with,
are: )

@ That Sowutf(:;i;l inhabi-
tants should get proper-
ty rights on houses they pur-
chase, and not leasehold, for
99 years; :
® That the Soweto Council
should ‘t:l; full atlitouom
immedia and at the same
time become
municipality.

camp. And the 99.

- year leasehold was nothing

L]

more than a
to protect the Afrikaner.
Black and White had an

equal claim to land in South
Africa

The 'i:resent system accord-
ing to which

White administration
Soweto

board officials in

need not fear immediate

autonomy. i

asistheeasgwiﬂ:othercity
ils, be no more than a

afullyﬂedged'_
people of Soweto
- moderate Black

further attempt

There was nothing to say
that officials carrying out
the policy should  also be
Black.

The Public Service, after
- all, had not changed when a
new i
power. :
The same would be the
case in Soweto if its Black
Council

o autonomous
immediately.
Other Black speakers said
the demand for immediate
full autonomy was we
founded and could be carried
But the demands for
freehold instead of leasehold

|

[ ithelfm
systems to protect itself.

It would not easily consent
to freehold for Blacks.

Advantages

At any rate, said the more

1 speakers,

~ leasehold had practical and

economical advantages

" which were little less advan-

tageous than those of
freehold. 3

This poill::; ofWhl view was
supported ite speak-
g.olneof\;ldhompoin_ ted out

t leasehold was acing
freehold throughr:g the
mor_ld because it was so much

eaper. ;

Freehold was expensive, .

ltuwas impractical for
small, properties such as
those in Soweto. The leader
who wanted to enforce it on
Soweto would do his people a
disfavour. :

To sum up:

® The present Soweto

is not a solution for
éhe problems of the Black
w-- L S

® Further discussions
have to be held to find a way
out of this problem.

that the Government could






