
He not only celebrates
lie achievements of
ast nationalist fighters,
he the Katangese 19th-
entury hero Chief
vitsiri and the remark-
ble religious leader of
Vie second and third
ecades of his century,
:imhangui, but he tack-
:s the colonialist myths
bout the backwardness
f Akicans.
He shows how the
ichnicinns of the great
uba empire of the 19t
entury were able to
ork the copper or the
tea, and that the ex-
ioitation of the great
aineral area of Katanga
as not organized solely
nder colonial know-
3w.
Perhaps the most cou-
igeous side of Tshi-
umba’s work was the
:tention it calls to the
angings of ministers by
iobutu’s government
1d the employment of
bite guerillas and the
:15 of massacre they
ymmitted,
Violence
The history of vio-
nce is taken through
the actions of French
gionnaires in putting
)wn disturbances in
)lwezi in 1978.
One of the most wellk-
all is over
g one to vote Yes or
0, or begging one to at-
nd meetings to be told
ny one should. .
I sincerely trust that
l the enthusiasts who
are responsible for
acting these posters
:11 (win or lose) be
;ually motivated to re-
ove them with all
-eed as soon as possi-
e after Wednesday.
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pears to be that there is
a whole Kenyan cultural
agitation going on in
England for a freedom
oficulture of now exiled
writers back in this
African country. The re-
cently re-elected Presi-
dent Moi is not very en-
thusiastic about giving
such a cultural revolu-
tion its head.
neighbours that he is
still alive. Instead he
merely convinces them
that he has achieved a
new wonder-work that
he is only pretending to
be alive. .
In the midst of all
this, a Dr Gupta Singh
turns up from India to
observe a "great astral
phenomenon" taking
of UCT, looks
ON Wednesday. when
the referendum is be-
hind us, the problems
that beset South Africa
will still be there. And
the Constitution Act, if
it can be fully imple-
mented later, far from
contributing to a solu-
tion. is likely to further
confound the situation.
Untenable
The one good thing,
though, that can be said
for the referendum ef-
fort is that for the hrst
time in our history all
South Africans, black
and white, right and
left, have simultaneous-
ly applied their minds
to the present, increas-
ingly untenable posi-
tion.
At last it is now gener-
ally recognized that the
momentum of our single



economy and ofour pop-
ulation mix is in stark
contrast to our antiquat-
ed and now inadequate
political and adminis-
trative dispensation
The positive side of
the public discussion of
the last few weeks is the
general wish to see
changes in the political
administration of South
Africa to accord with
the changes that are
happening in almost all
other fields.
This is borne out by
the amazing variety of
public statements by
people of standing in
their respective fields
of influence.
They range, amongst
the white electorate,
from those who urge us
to spoil our ballot pa-
pers, or abstain from vo-
ting, or vote "no" for
reasons which are often
diametrically opposed
to each other, to those
who advocate the cast-
mg 0f the yes vote the proposed complicat-
Amongst thenpromot- ed constitutional ar-
ers _of the tyes VOte a rangements, it is clear
significant number have now that purely techni-
confessed that they con- cally the proposition
sider the proposed "183- will turn out to be near
sures m_adequate, I?Ut unworkable.
would like to nourtsh It is mind-boggling to
the hope that a positive think how the annual
outcome would in some budget can be passed by
unspecified way lead to a parliament, involving
more significant three separateicham-
changes. bers. a Presidentls
r , V 2’; 3f
The author
The statements that
have come from
amongst the millions of
South Africans who are
voteless, voice almost
universal rejection.
All this leaves the ma-
jority ofthe 2 700 000 po-
tential voters in
Wednesdayis referen-
dum in some confusion.
Those who are still un-
decided should consid-
er three arguments.
Firstly. let us estimate
the measure of the poll.
If. let us say, 70 percent
of the voters go to the
polls and as many as 70
percent of those cast
"yes" votes. the result
would be that less than
half the electorate,
many only reluctantly,



will want that "new con-
stitution".
It will be very clear
that the vast majority of
the 30 million South Af-
ricans who jointly have
created and share what
this country has to offer.
want a new framework,
more realistic than the
proposed one, a frame-
work in which they can
all co-operate to com-
mon advantage.
Secondly. even if one
accepted that there
were the merest seeds
of positive changes in
;
ismantle apartheid quickly
HANS MIDDELMANN, prominent businessman, for-
mer president of Assocom and member of the Council
beyond the referendum
. MW 3Lx0$5
an English newspaper (n:- 3:.- 13%r545inx
I
prize forfhis novel - ’ a
"House 0 Hunger". - - - ’ )1
claimed to be .,home_ Flamingos m Ideal envnro
less’ in his own country. , ?
His next novel. "Black pluqzms. steep walls ral enem
Sunlight". was banned consisted mostly ofrock, as they a ,0-
in Zimbabwe. as old as $000 .million by .the b (a
,, . years. ancient in con- pettzmg x
Writers are only ac- trast to the fertile valley When i 0
ceptable if they are re- floor where game had season st W
spectable. like civil ser- once roamed - not so and the f
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One reflects on the epic meeting took place able site.
strange process that in 1371 tell many 510- the year:
went 0" over the 1351 ties of the disaster that them SW31
few years when the befen the twin cities one know
many commiSSionS 3nd Sodom and Gomorrah. In 1957
committees that draited more recently interpret: nests and
the present measure set ed as having been part (by fameu
about their taSk’ of that same turbulence Leslie B-
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the specifications was to ed in direct 1i - - h - Ti
have onl three le . - ne w1t again:
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brain must at every the Rift Valle without flats of L’
move decide whether its man vo)lcanoes sca e tl-
one or the other leg most of tBhem broodin’ ?ollogved
mvflwesron general or but quiescent, thougtgi drought
0 na airs. . some remain active to
Thirdly. we can all this day Rt



help, everyone or us i" In 19th l was fortunate .
our_ respective fields of in bein asked t . . Camera
actw1ty. to bring about. fli ht gwhich gJoang Root and
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into e ect -
decades undggetgghgfg From the Bible wards. legs
sent ’constitution. "The steadfast love of hmd them:
This means that with- the Lord never ceases. chanting as
out any ’c0nstitutiona1 his mercies never come they be-i-n .i
change It can be dis- to an end; they are new wmgs’d’tg.
mantled_ again, and every morning; great is nesse h:
more rapidly, if the will thy faithfulness." then! youd-
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