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Q Anbassador | egwaila, what is your nandate, what is the nandate of the
Speci al Representative of the QAU in South Africa?

A ldorrth’ |l ow fll mownahatt hemandat ei snrtlwil | begoirgtoSouth

Africa Via Addis Ababa where | will probably be given ny terns of
reference, mandate in witing but generally the mandate is sinply to

| ead one of the groups that are going to be in South Africa to assist
in the negotiations anong the South Africans thensel ves. 'l here already
exists there in South Africa the Cal nopnwealth G oup, the United

Nat i onsandt heEElI | . Sot heQAUal sohast obenpsent t her ebya

deci sion of the ad hoc Conmittee on Southern Africa which was, a

deci si on was made in Gaborone on the 15th of this nmonth. So all they
want nme to do is to coordinate the activities of the QAU Chserver
Groupt here. That istoul dbe i ncharge of angpwhi chl ant ol d

will be maybe nmore than 25 individuals stationed in Johannesburg
nysel f, with everybody scattered all over the plamso that we can

have i nformation as quickly as we can have it on the situation in
strategic places particularly as regards the probl em of viol ence. But
otherwise | would be also talking to the | eaders of the respective
political parties, the South African Govermmerrt, the ANC, the PAC,
Kwazul u, | FP, anybodywhoneedst obet al kedt ormul dbet anedt oby

both me and hopefully the other groups.



VWhat is the significance of bgoth your appointrment and the depl oynent
of the QAU Observers--the significance in terms of QAU s invol venent
in the region at this tinme.

The significance is that the QAU realises that a solution to the South
African problemis very inportant to the QAU as a continenta

organi sati on. W have al ways been on the side of those who have been
struggling for their freedomand | think at a tine when they have
decided to lay down their weapons, lay down their arnms in order to sit
down and negotiate a new constitutional dispensation for South Africa,
I think we should get involved. W should get involved not by renpte
oont r ol kxgut weshoul dgot her eandseehowwecanbeof assi st ance.

This time of assistance not exclusively to the liberation novenents
but to the people of South Africa generally. In other words the
significance is that the QAU will be involved in the negotiations and
therefore the QAU will be part of the Solutions that is going to come
out of the negotiations and its J erortant that history nust record
that the QAU has played a part in the denocratisation of South Africa.
So insofar as ny own personal appointnment is concerned, | dont know
what the significance is, except that | feel honoured that | am going
t obet her ehel pi nganei ghbouri ngomt r yasl di dwheanasserrtto

Nam bia by the fornmer Secretary general of the United Nations, Dr. de
Cuellar. So to ne its another honour that | should go to a place which
isonly 250m |l es frmmnyoourrtry, andtrytodothebestlcanto

hel p my nei ghbours resol ve the problens that have divided themfor
nore than 300 years.



Any special chall enge presented by this appoi ntnent for you?

Well getting involved in a situation |like the situation we have in
South Africa is a challenge of mmental proportions because the very
fact that CODESA is not sitting as we sit here, the very fact that the
negoti ati ons coll apsed in May or June, the very fact that violence has
been escalating and it seenmingly looks like its not going to end very
soon, the very fact that the society despite all the devel oprments that
have ensued after President de Klerk cane into power, the society is
nore pol arised. Its nore pol ari sed understandably so because the prize
is now within sight and when you have a situation |ike you have in
South Africa where there is so nmuch activisminsofar as the politica
life of the country is concerned, you have a | ot of groups there
fighting for the same thing and therefore coming froma denocratic
country its understandabl e that the country should be so pol ari sed.
The only tragedy of course is that the polarisation is not sinply
political polarisation but a polarisation which has as its don nant

el ement violence and that is very Infortunate. But that is the
chal l enge which | think | amprepared to face.



New South Africa is now the only remaining country still under white
mnority rule in the region. This is after Z nbabwe and Nam bi a got
their independence. As a matter of fact you were personally invol ved
in the transition to independence in both Zi nbabwe and Nam bia. In the
case of Zi nbabwe you participated in bthe Lancaster House tal ks that

l ed to i ndependence, in the case of Nami bia as you pointed out you
were the Deputy Special repreeerrtative of the UN Secretary Ceneral.
Now what | essons if any can be drawn fromthe transition in the two
countries Zi nbabwe and Nam bia that mght be 11me in the case of
Sout h Afri ca.

Wel | It hinthebestthingtooopybythe Sout hAfricans is thateven

when the situation | ooks bl eak and gl oony insofar as negotiations are
concerned, the fact remains that if the people who were supposed to
negot i at ear eoomi t t edt osi t downandt r yt obur yt hepast andt hi nk

only about the future, they can still down, many as they are in South
Africa, they can still sit down either at (DDESA or if they create
anot her negotiating nechanism they can still sit down in their

pol ari sed state and conme up with the new South Africa that we have

al ways sought. In other words negotiations are always difficult.
Negoti ati ons, particularly when you negotiate the end of the kind of
situation that we have in South Africa, negotiations necessarily nust
be very difficult. And the fact that they are difficult of course
doesn’t nean that the nqotiators nust be daunted.



The nore difficult the negotiati ons beconme, the nore daring the

negoti ators rmust be, and the nore daring and the nore daring and the
nore patient because unless they are patient | nean there is not where
they can ever have a comobn ground when you have so nany peopl e.
Everybody nust be patient, everybody must be tolerant, there wikll be
many people who will try to upset the negotiations and there must be
tol erance across the board. Its not only the South African Governnent
whi ch nust be tolerant but all the political parties must be tol erant
of each other if they are to come up with a solution. So as you know

i nt heLancast er Houset al ksi tt ookt hreemont hs forthe Zi mbabweans

to agree and eventual ly they agreed. They agreed and today Zi nbabwe is
an indepemerrt state. And in Nam bia it took el even years to inpl enent
Resol ution 435. Imagine if after 2 years we had gi ven up Nam bia would
probably not be independent. But we persisted. W went to the Security
Council several times and insisted on the inplementation of resolution
435 and even the inplenentation, one year in Nam bia was too | ong,
because the inplenmentation proces5 was al nost scuttl ed because the
Very first day it started hell broke |oose. mood started fl ow ng

even nore than it had ever flowed during the liberation struggle. And
yet the United Nations, SWAPO and the other political parties
persisted. They were not danflted by that tragedy and then 12 nonths

| ater they becane an independent country. Even when the elctora
process itself had started we still had so many problens that we were
not quite certain until had decided to wite their

statenments certifying the elecftions, that we were going to achieve
the objective for which we had | aboured there for 12 nonths.



So this is what the South African nmust always bear in nind that it
happened in Nami bia, it happened in Zi nmbabwe, it happened in Nani bia
i t must happeni nSout hAfri cat oo. ' I hebegi nni nghasnmennadeand

then the end is in sight.

So you dont believe that sane pasts naybe nore difficult to bury than
ot hers?

No. Well | believe that sone, you Inmow it was difficult for the
Rhodesi ans to give up power, it was diffth | amsure for the bl acks
to decide to pursue the policy of reconciliation which President
Mugabe wi sely pursued on the very night that Zi nbabwe was cel ebrating

| ndependence and President Nujoma is still pursuing the policy of
national reconciliation. Forgiving is very difficult for human bei ngs
when you have been brutalised for nmore than 300 years. | nean no one

expects you when you achi eve your objective to say wonderful, that 300
years experience in the dungeons of political oblivion was so
wonderful. No. You are still going to remenber those who tortured you,
those who inprisoned you, those who exiled you and those who kill ed
your children and your brothers and your uncles. But if you are going
to live in the future, on the basis of the past, the unfortunate thing
is that you will not make a success of whatever a new South Africa
you' d have created if you are going to live in the past. Its difficult
to forgive but we have to forgive in order to go on living, and that
is what the South African people have to do.



You nentioned earlier that there were other groups w th observers
teans inside South Aerica, the United Nations of course, the European
Conmuni ty, the Comonweal th and now of course the CAD whose Cbserver
Group you are going to be in Charge of. |Is there any coordi nation
anmongst theee groups or does each work i ndependently of the others.
No I wish there was coordi nation. Insofar as our group is concerned
have already been told by the Secretary General that | am going there
actually not only to coordinate the activities of my own group, but to
coordinate the activities of my own group so that they can jive in
with the activitia of the other groups. Like for instance when |
depl oy ny group all over South Africa, I will have first of all to
find out where the United Nations, the EEC, the Commith have

depl oyed their people, so that if needs be |I dont have to depl oy an
QAU observer where the Conmonweal th, the EEC and the UN had depl oyed
their people so that we can cover the whole country. | just hope

will find the | eaders of the other groups in the kind of positive
state of mind that | will bge in nyself when | get there. Using the
experi enode of Nam bia, | know how inportant it is that everyday

wi thout fail one must be informed of what is happening throughout the
oountrysothat if youhavetoni pprobl ens inthebudyouw || be

able to say if sonebody for instance say sonething terrible was done
by sonebody who belong to the ANC or the PAC, if you get information
fast it should be possible for me for instance to call on Than) Meke
and say well you know yesterday the ANC did this or smething like

t hat sot hat | am nf omedandat t he saneti me of f er myservi oesasa

peaoenaker to find out if there is anything I can do to help solve the
probl em



And finally Botswana was involved recently in the Mdyzanbi que peace

tal ks, Botswana al so recently played a nediating role if | may call it
that when your Foreign Mnister chaired the tal ks between the PAC and
the South African Goverment in Gaborone. Now you have been appointed
for this role in South Africa, does this say anything about your
country Botswana?

Well | hope it say sonething about my oountxy. My country is a nodest
noderate country which always wants to live in peace with its
nei ghbours, a denocratic oomrtry, peace loving country. | think it

sayssmet hi ngj nt hesenset hat i nuspeopl ecanal ways fi ndt he

voi ce of reason, the voice of noderation and the voice of conciliation
and reconciliation, that in a very small way we can invite people to
ouroapi tal andsayokaynowcanyout al k. Buti nnnstcasesactual ly

we have not because of our nodesty, we have not invited people. People
cone to Botswana: because they think that we are so unoontroversia

t hat peopl ecanooneandneet t her eandt al ki naver ycahnaUnspher e

and which is what the Mzanbicans did. None of the parties to the
Mozambi can conflict found anything terrible wong about Botswana but

t heywm df i rxi snet hi ngt erri bl yw ongabart saneot her conrt xy

wher esounebodywi | | say | et sgoher eam saynol dorrtwantt ogo

there. Andthenone says | et sgohereandt heysayohno. |fyougo

t her el acmt goi ngt ogo. But i nBot swanaever ybodywant edt ooone

andwedi dour best t oal | owt hent hat at nospher et ot al k



And this weekend ny Mnister chaired a neeting between M nister Botha
and the Vice President of the PAC and the neeting was a success | am
told and then of cone the ad hoc ommittee which decided on the

appoi nt nent of a Special Representative met in nmy country on the 15th

of this nonth. So we woul d wel comre anybody who wants to use our
country to reconcile.



